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On Nov. 25, in a 59 to 3 vote, the UN General Assembly approved a resolution titled "Necessity of
ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of America
against Cuba." Although 71 countries abstained from the vote, only the US, Israel and Romania
voted against the resolution. The resolution calls for repeal of the Cuba Democracy Act, also known
as the Torricelli bill, which expands and strengthens the US economic embargo against Cuba by
prohibiting trade with the island nation by US subsidiaries in third countries. Without mentioning
either the US or the Torricelli bill, the resolution calls on nations to reject measures intended to
"reinforce and expand" the economic blockade of Cuba. In contrast to resolutions by the Security
Council, General Assembly resolutions are advisory only and do not have legal ramifications. Cuba
withdrew a similar resolution last year when it became evident the measure would not receive the
necessary support for approval. However, President George Bush's signing into law of the Cuba
Democracy Act in October was seen by many countries as an infringement on their sovereignty,
causing even traditional US allies in the UN (including Spain, France and Argentina) to support
the resolution. Prior to the vote, in a report to the General Assembly, UN special human rights
rapporteur to Cuba Carlo-Johan Groth condemned political repression and human rights abuses
in the country but also condemned the US embargo. Groth said the embargo is "totally counterproductive" if the international community wants to promote respect for human rights and a
peaceful and gradual democratic transition in Cuba. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Associated
Press, Spanish news service EFE, 11/24/92, 11/25/92)
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